LaRose Laframboise. (1857-1932)

LaRose Laframboise was born on November 15, 1857 at Swift Current and baptized in
1858 at St. Francois Xavier (SFX). She was the daughter of Francois Laframboise and
Marie Trottier. Francois Laframboise (b. 1827) was the son of Jean-Baptiste
Laframboise® and Suzanne Beaudry. Marie Trottier (b. 1831) was the daughter of André
Trottier (b. 1784) and Marguerite Paquette. LaRose’s grandfather, Jean-Baptiste
Lafromboise, fought at the Battle of the Grand Coteau in 1851. This battle took place
between a Métis buffalo hunting party from SFX, led by Jean-Baptiste Falcon and the
Cut Head (Pabaksa) Yanktonai (Ihanktonwanna), Dakota, led by Chief Medicine (Sacred)
Bear, on July 15 to 16, 1851.

Rose married Andre (Andrew) Trottier (b. Jan. 10, 1861 at SFX), a first cousin, the
son of Michel Trottier (b. 1831) and Angélique Desjarlais. Michel Trottier was the son of
André Trottier (b. 1784) and Marguerite Paquette. Michel’s younger brother, Charles
Trottier, was one of the original settlers of Havre, Montana, Rose Laframboise’ mother
and André Trottier’s father were sister and brother. At some point, her husband deserted
her, in her 1900 scrip application she stated that he was at St. Paul’s [Peter’s] Mission, in
Montana, living with another woman.

Children:

e William Trottier; born 1881 at Cypress Hills; died at 20 days old.
e Flora, born September 1883 at Maple Creek.
e Marie Veronique, born June 1885 at Lebret.

In 1890, at Fort Assiniboine, Larose established a common-law relationship with
Simon Pepin (1840-1914). They had a daughter Elizabeth Pepin born 1891. Pepin
originally worked in Utah as a teamster, then was involved in the cattle business and by
the mid-1880s was running 20,000 cattle and 1,500 head of horses north of the Milk
River. In the late 1870s, he had been involved in the building of Fort Assiniboine with
Edward Broadwater the cousin of Charles Broadwater who had employed Simon as a
teamster. He also began to purchase the homestead lands of several of his relatives and
owned 5.000 acres in Bull Hook Bottoms and other water sources north of the Milk
River. When the railway came through Broadwater and Pepin donated 40 acres a piece to
the government for what became the townsite of Havre. This increased the value of their
surrounding land immensely. Thus, Pepin was considered a founder of Havre, Montana.
Eventually his land holdings grew to 9,000 acres.

! Jean Baptiste Lafromboise (1806-1870) was born in 1806, the son of Joseph Laframboise and Josephte
Sha-we-na-quah (Assiniboine). Joseph was born at Mackinac in 1776. Jean-Baptiste was first married to
Suzanne Beaudry, the daughter of Joseph Beaudry and Suzanne Latour, in 1827. He then married
Angélique Parenteau, the daughter of Joseph Parenteau and Suzanne “Cris” Richard before 1860. He died
on May 16, 1870 at St. Francois Xavier. His sister Louise (b. 1807) was first married to John Wills, then
married to Isidore Dumont in 1833. His older sister Marguerite (b. 1805) was married to Henry Munroe
Fisher then to Jean-Baptiste Dumont who was father-in-law to her younger sister Louise.



In 1890, at Fort Assiniboine, Pepin had married (common-law) Larose Trottier,
described as a Cree woman with two children. By February of 1900, he was assisting

Rose in obtaining her Métis Scrip:
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In 1891, Simon had moved into the town of Havre and established the Broadwater-
Pepin Mercantile Company. He became president of the First National Bank of Havre. In
December 1891, they had a daughter Elizabeth and in 1892, they moved into a log house
in Havre. Simon then built a five room brick and frame home which he later rebuilt into a
fourteen room mansion. Simon maintained the pretense of being a single man, he and
LaRose continued to live in the log cabin and only the families of his nieces and nephews
and their daughter Elizabeth (who he formally adopted in 1892) lived in the mansion.

Upon his death it was found that he had left the bulk of his estate to his daughter
Elizabeth and only $5,000 for his wife LaRose, even this was to be administered by
Elizabeth, who subsequently had her mother committed to the Catholic Home of the
Good Shepherd in Helena “to dry out.” Larose was there for over a year, then Elizabeth
came to get her after the will was probated under condition that she not contest the will.

In 1921 Rose married Frank Baker (1871-1932). In 1926 her husband and attorney
C.R. Stranahan convinced her that she could contest the will and receive her one-third
dower share. They won this case in the Havre District Court, however Elizabeth
appealed and in 1927 the Montana Supreme Court reversed the decision on the basis that
Simon and Larose were not “legally” married.

Meétis Scrip Applications:

When over 70 years-of-age Rose has a Mrs. C. Peterson of Havre, Montana apply on her
behalf for scrip. In her scrip application of 1930 she says her sister Katherine is married
to a McKay. In fact, Catherine Laframboise born 1861 was married to Samuel McKay in
1881 at Fort Walsh. She also says that her sister Katherine and brothers Frank and John
had received their Métis scrip. This is probably brother Jean Baptiste Laframboise (b.
1853) who was married to LaRose “Asheuin” Trottier, and either brother Francois
Laframboise born in 1856 at Duck Lake or half-brother Francois Laframboise (mother
Louise Chaboyer) born 1862.

She says that she and her husband left for the Maple Creek area and were living with the
Trottiers at Sipers (Cypress) Springs (or Hill). Andrew got his scrip at Lethbridge
whereas Rose had not applied because she became ill on the way to Lethbridge. Her sister
Catherine took scrip at Brooks, Alberta and her brothers took scrip at Maple Creek

Since the letter on her behalf spells her surname Laframbien and her late husband’s name
as Andrew Grothee, she gets nowhere with this application.

When Rose applied for scrip on July 6, 1900 at Maple Creek for her deceased child
William [b. 1881], and died at 20 days old. She said her husband deserted her, and was at
St. Paul’s [Peter’s] Mission, in Montana, living with another woman. In an affidavit
Louise Boyer says that Trottier had left “some years back’ and Rose was the sole support
of the children. This claim was disallowed in a letter of May 21, 1901, because of
“foreign residence.”



Trottier, Rose; for her deceased son, William Trottier; address: Havre, Montana;
born: 1881 at Cypress Hills; died: 20 days old; father: Andrew Trottier (Métis);
mother: Rose Laframboise (Métis and deponent); file ref. 966211; claim no. 1160.

Rose also applied at Maple Creek in 1900 for scrip for her children Flora (b. 1883), and
Marie Véronique (b. 1885)

Trottier, Rose; for her minor children: Flora, born: September, 1883 at Maple
Creek; Marie Véronique, born: June, 1885 at Qu'Appelle; address: Havre; father:
Andreé Trottier (Métis); mother: Rose Laframboise (Métis and deponent); 2 Scrips
each for 240 acres; file ref. 766848; claim no. 1136.

These applications were originally disallowed but then granted in 1904.

In May of 1905, her estranged husband André Trottier applies for scrip for William and
his claim is disallowed. Basically he had applied for scrip for four children in 1893 and
had never mention a child, William, at that time.

References:

David Walter. “Simon Pepin: Reprehensible Father of Havre.” In Jodie Foley and Jon

Axline (eds.) Speaking IIl of the Dead: Jerks in Montana History, 2" Edition.Morris
Book Publishing, 2005: 98-108.

http://www.laframboisefamily.com/family.php?famid=F6049&ged=Ilaframboise.ged.

Compiled by Lawrence Barkwell
Coordinator of Métis Heritage and History Research
Louis Riel Institute

See government documents attached below.
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REF. Na....... . " F
Re Letter 281180. LAKE WINNIPEG INSPECTORATE

alst L ril 193 4 INSPECTOR'S OFFICE

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

¥i

Winnipeg, 27th January, 1932,

The Secretary, !
Dept. of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Ont.
Re Rose lafrarbien, Havre, Montana, U.S.A.

e e

I have to acknowledge your letter number and date as giv
en above ,alac *“e enelosure therewlith. Among the enclosures
I found a sopy:of a-letter that I wrote on the 30th Dec,1930,
in reply to a letter that I returned with the letter that I
wrote. Sinece then I received other lettem but these were not
any use as a clue,and were just a repetitionfof the first let
ter,I felt that I was dealing with somebody that d4id not seem
to understand what I wrote in my letter of the 30 Deo/leao,
and that I would not be able to asaimst by carrying on a corme
respondence that did not pet to a point that would help the
situation.

I talked with sore old-timers who I thoupght might be abl
to throw some lipght on thefe matters,notably I tcolked with th
late /.}l.Bannatyne,who was bhorn in Manitoba.a son of the late
A.G.B.Bannatyne,i8q. ,who was a General Merchant in the early
daye of Winnipeg,from the early 60s.and who did business with
people who lived where Rose Laframbien was born. But Mr W.M.
Bannatune could not recall anything that was of any use. The
old-timers of the 508 and 608 are fast passing.and it is very
doubt=ful 1f any information ean be pgleaned from that source.

The copy of Mre C.Peterson's letter states as followe:-
"The brothers and sisters of received their amount from the
"Government but I Rose have never received one cent", In my
letter of 30th Dec. 1930,in parapraph 5, T told Mrs Peterson
that I would try to place the faocts,if I pot them ,with the
correct address, if that was possible after all these years.

If there ie a clear and intellipent etatement to puide
one to where the brothers and sistera pot satisfaction. it
seems to me that they should he able to pet to that point.

Placea of record.in my opinion,are the only sources from
which to obtain reliable information.

In my letter of the 30th December,1930,I alsoc stated
that the family Laframbien ie evidently not econnected with
our Indian people,as members of any Indian band under Treaty

with

Indian Affairs, (HG 10, Velume 4020, file 281,180)
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(2)

with the Government of Canada.

Mrs Peterson %talks of Sorip,then the family Taframbien
would .have to look to the Depmartment of the Interior for any
satisfaction along that line. She also talks of the last bat-
tle fourht in Canada bhefore the World war, that would be the
18856 fracas in the west with Batoche am the ocentre.

Mrs Peterson says the brother at Maple Creek, Sask,,is
8t1ll petting & pension, it might be well for her to make some
inquiry of this brother.

The whole diffisulty about this matter.in my opinion,ie
that thete 4m a cloudiness that surrounds and indefinitenese
about the whole story.

Ers Peterson says that Rose's father owned a farm at that
time( what time?) 15 miles W of Winnipeg,on the bend of the
&:Biniboin. River ,what bend,fthés stream ia a very winding
stream.

I.have mentioned these items to show how very diffiounlt
it 18 to pet & 1ine on the facts that should guide one when
looking into the matter.

I have the honor to be

ur obedient servant,
Sy
Jno. R, Bunn,
Inapector of Indian Apencies,

4th Floor Cormmercial Bldg.,
innipeg, Man.
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281129,

Ottawa,let Febramry, 1932.

Nadapy

With reference %o your letter of the 5th June laet
regarding ths cuse of Rose Laframbien,whose marriec name
seems to be Mrs Andrew Grothes,and who appears $o conaider
that she nue & claim agninst the Canadian Government,I beg
to say that as the matter has not been clearly set forth it
has not been found possible %o obtzin definite information
in the matter,notw'thstanding that an affort has be=n made
to ascertain the facte.

In one of the letters writtem in the case reference
is made to a brother resident at Maple Creek,Sask., said %o
be in receipt of 2 pension. It 1s not clear whether thie
2an is a brother of Rose Laframbien,or the brother of
Rose's husband,Andrew Grothee, The name in full of the man
at Maple Creek should be reported to the Depariment,and
it should be stated clearly from what source he draws a
pension,

The Deparfment should be inforaed whether the
womsn making claim in this matter bases her claim on the
fact that she is a Laframbien or because she iz the
widow of & man named Grothee,The letters written in the case

give the imnpression that the two families were related before

Rose Laframbien and Andrew Grothee were married, If facts
are clearly stated the Department cam look into the m:tter
but not otherwise, ‘

Your obadient servant,

T«R.L. MaoInnes.
r8. C. Patareen,, Acting Becretary,
Sparling Hotel,

R, 20
Havre,

Mont, U.B.

Indian Affaira, (HG 10, Volume L0?
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Ottess, dlat May, 1901,

gir,-- Re Application 1160,

Eaferring to your latter to ne of the 8th instant,
I raturn the Power of Attornay enolosed tharsin, in tha
oluin of Foen Trottisr for morip on acoount of har decenmsd
ohild, ¥illima, the olein hoving Bean dissdlewsd on mocount
of foraign residenes,

Tour phadient ssrvant,
= \‘u-‘.l‘ B

=
Tk Y
' Halftresd Cosmdasionsr,

R. B. Chaffey, Faq,,
Winnipog, Yanitoba,

1 anel,
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Qopy Tor Aprlicstion 1150 (r(? i P ey, L
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3ir,

Withy rafersrce o vour Lethar of &l 2ith Mareh
lagt anclesirg an arder Tor tho delivery of serip from
Bodra Trostier.as scle helr of his desessed chiild,Willism
Crotd ier ghoss netier was Roae Laframboise, I am directed
Lo inform you that the said ¢laim has besn recensid:red
urder She Ordsr in Cownedl of the 13th Awmst, L904,and the
disellomrve thersof had been sonfirmed .

Aeoording to the evidanca of Andre Tratiler,
vrdar cabl,which was submitted in 1895, %a mys the neoss
ef 811 nis shildren,and ha shated ther he then had
Towr living childrsn,namely:-

Flera bors in  1EBQ

Tnew baen i 1085

fiopa bern in 189

Flizateth: porn 1602, and twp enildren ohe had
dimd  rmmely:=

e R Rty

1t will he oheerved timt the nome of Williom,
er nooomnt of shem ke preferred & elaim in 1900 telore
W-, Mepannn,ie not monticned amens thome sbove piven,

In the svidence bofere Mr, McHenna in 1900 it de staded
4hat Filliem had besn born 19 yesrs age,which would

Jes’. G, Dage,Req., nakn
200 Sponoe Strast,
Winnipes Hans
e — — —_— g R »
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make the date of his birth in 18080 while 5 the

ovidenca of the father in LAO3alrendy referrsd to,

it wno statod that the latter had been mrried in 1663,

In wiew of this conflicting evidence and 41w abesnae of

& ourtilioate of bapties of Williem,whey it i stated

in tha evidence submittsod by his mether before Wr)

Moltarma, rocaived private baptism aed died when 20

duys old,and aleo s the decenved's nass dees nob
BYpear in the provieps evidonce mebmitted in 1093, tha

disallomnnen of the olaim in queatiom must stand’

four obediant sormnt,

!1“'; mﬁ .
goaretary,
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Dapartaant of the Interler,
Otiomn, DOLN April, 1005
Hesorandin ;- "
aoanet S of LN a2 00 o Ao, et o
Wii® Ordor in Council of 1R Augpint, 1904,
In the avidunage md.uﬂuﬂ_wmﬂtm by Anded Trok
tlor, in oupport of him omn oisim in 18DE afore tha Areit of
Domdnian Lando ob I.nthhr-.'ld.rm.. ho pnve the pamefof nll bin child=
Taf. lie stated ho then Had four living ohildven, nusely:-
Plora born 1ok
Hpry barn 10885
ftend borm LEgg
Hliznbath born 1893

AR t#0 childron who had died, narmoly:-
Peanecls born LB68 died in LRas
Heruol bern  L8AT died in 1800

It %111 bo oboerved that the pame of Willism on
togount of whom ZME clals wom peafar=id in 1906 Iafare Hr: Mo
Fanne, is not montionsd nmonget thosa nbove Elvion,

In the avidones bafere Mr, Yofanma it eaas atatod
that willdar had Basn porm 10 youra ngo wilel would pake tho
unto of ko birth in 188), n* mnieke “hile in the avideonss of
tho father in 1808, nlrandy mafersad ko, Lt min atatod that the
Intrar had been sareded 1 1883,

In viow of thin sanrlicting evidonos nnd in the
Bitonas of tha bapkimeal sorbifleats of W11, whe it is ote-
tod in tho evldengs oubedtted by hio bather, rosolved priviate
bepties nnd dded whon about 2o daya old, tho dioallownnea of tha
olaim on agcount of WAllin: is oontirsod.

T

Copdes on 1180 of 1009 ana filen 2R1378 and Poooll,
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NORTH-WEST HALFBREED CLAIMS COMMISSION.
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Belare siues A¥OmEw JosERE MeRENNA, of the City of Ottawa, in |
|

ke Provises of (haisrds, Hayelre, and
JAMES WALREN, «f ol bily sl Lalgeey, = s Sonb-West Ve, i, i

¢ !

daly appoisol aud slidey o s Hopal Cammnisdan a0 b o L ¥ P .r:,"-' _

LR
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L, LML -|-.u'

| I PATTRE AT 6F Tap peraman
g

[ BT RETE amEet een |

omal. F ll.l_l TR el LET U}l :
FETEARS e ) g 5
| i _% @ %q}(? ToAdn

i
Eﬁ&m Fbh moaieber, 1904

OQopy for  Aprliestion 1335 of 1000

i,

Fith rafersnoe b6 the ardara whish you filed
in Shls nepartmernd mdor eower of wour 1eltar of ths let
ultieo,for Lia delivery of thair sordp frem Yrrye Willer,
o Protiler «ife of Bdward piller ,wxl durhter of Andre
Trotifer; wnd Flora Presberg,nes Trottisr, wife of
Andrve Prosberg mod davgdibor-of Andrs Trottier, I me
dirctad Lo inform yon thet the olabme prefared bnfurs.
Lha Bll=froed Quredanion ot Yayle prook in 1900 by Rese
Teotilorynan lafvsiboden,elfe of dndra Trottdor,for Hur
oines ghildren, Flora wid laeto Yeronigws Trottiss, o
bean Fogonalder s mnder the Order dn Ornail of e 1%h
Angaust Li0tyend wllownd,Int an conflioting erdora, Mfuoting
the dallyary of tha sordy In thane iwo oases havs bLean
£116d horwytho dnmpe of the serip in mstisfaction tharsof
wl11 hare Lo bo held in shoyanen for the qrcssnt’

E rom ———

your obediont asrvant,

fearatary,
H'.l]’-“lﬁﬂmldill';'-.
P.0.Box 1373, g
Winnipes,Men]
J_i'.'_r-__" — B

P s — - ==,
| !

|

|

4 e i IR e i ..

I3

silinne.
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.i.l'.

ll.-l"
.I’f,-"';f,.-.rr o poh Apedl, 1005,

Qopy for Claim 1136

Vaelars,

In pepls to vour lotbor of the 10th
ingtant addreazed to Me, J.AT. MeFonnn, which hos boen
tramforred to this Dopertiont as He, Mefows Bao
oomploted hin work as Ealfbrood Ceetdccionor, I an
dirogted to inform you thai yeur elalm to zharo in
tho Halfbrood grant of norlp was dianilomed by tho
Garnigglonar in 1901 ,and your mothor Mre, dose Trottior,
by whaa the olaim wap proferred on your behnlf,ms
motifisd to that offeet on thoe 2lst Juno, 1901,

Your obpdiont gorvamt,

nBEOrALALY,

Migp Bary Trottior,
Cfo gimon Popin,Fag.,
Fayra,
Uontam,

U.B.A.

HALFBREED SCRIP OF MARIE_ROSELAFRAMBOISE

1885-1898. File RG15-D-11-1. 9.
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ALLOTMENTS OF HALFBREED SCRIP TO ANDREW TROTTIER AND NAPOLEON
TROTTIER AND_ROSE LAFRAMBOISE, WIFE OF ANDREW TROTTIER

1889. File. RG15-D-11-1.
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